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JUSTIFICATION: 

Preseason projections suggest that the Kuskokwim River king salmon run in 2018 may be similar to 
2017 when the Kuskokwim River experienced an estimated total run of approximately 166,000 and 
spawning escapement of approximately 150,000.  In 2017, the drainagewide escapement goal 
exceeded the upper bound of 120,000 king salmon, however, this was largely due to long term 
closures of the subsistence fishery.  Restrictions to the subsistence king salmon fishery are expected 
again in 2018. 

The anticipated closure of the subsistence fishery on the Kuskokwim River warrants a total closure 
of sport fishing for king salmon in the Kuskokwim River drainage and the prohibition of bait and 
multiple hooks. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

The distribution list for this emergency order is on file at the Region III Office of the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game, Division of Sport Fish, 1300 College Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701, 
(907) 459-7207. 




